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“From Where I Sit” 

Todd Parsley  

 Hickman County Treasures 
Mike Kelley Graduated Freed-
Hardeman with a degree in Bible and 
Communications. He later got a 
Masters Degree in school counseling 
at Freed-Hardeman . Mike recently 
retired after a 20 year career in 
school counseling. He has been the 
pulpit minister for Fairfield Church of 
Christ for 15 years. He and  Amber 
have been married  for 24 years.  
They have a son Harrison who is 20 
and a daughter Meredith who is 17. 

Mike will speak on Sunday, September 25, 2022 at 5p.  

Jeremiah 24:7 “I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I 
will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.” 
  
We all know that people have many beliefs about God, some good, some not so good. But whatever you 
believe about Him, I hope you understand that He desires a personal, intimate relationship with you. He 
seeks it. If you need proof, start at the very beginning at creation. Adam and Eve, the first man and 
woman, the Bible tells us that they knew God and talked with Him. And even after their fall, God came 
looking for them. Of course, we know they hid from the God among the trees in the garden of Eden. We 
see in Genesis 3:8-9 that God called out to them, “Where are you?” This is a reminder to us that even in 
our sin God still wants us and comes looking for us. The rest of the Bible is the story of God calling us back 
to Him. 
  
A right relationship with God is why we were created. He created us for fellowship with Him, and in doing 
so, He established the goal of our existence, that is, to know Him, to love Him, and to live our lives in an 
intimate relationship with Him. Knowing what it would take, He told Jeremiah, “I will give them a heart to 
know Me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me 
with all their heart.” This is all made possible because of the sacrifice of His Son. How is your relationship 
with God Almighty?  
 
But we can only have that intimate relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6). 
And the only way, the one true way to do that is to faithfully obey and be buried with Christ in baptism, to 
have our sins washed away by the blood of Jesus. Seek Him today. He loves you! 
 
God Bless -Todd 



  Carter’s Corner 

 

IT IS FOOTBALL TIME IN HICKMAN COUNTY, 
which can only mean it's tailgate season. 
This past Friday night, our youth group 
hosted our annual tailgate party with the 
FCA group at HCHS. The weather was 
perfect for tailgating, which consisted of a 
luau-themed corn hole tournament, 
spikeball, hot dogs, and snow cones. We had 
a great turnout of around 75 students for 
the event. A big thank you goes to Matthew 
for all the work he puts into the FCA at HCHS 
and many of our youth group students who 
serve as officers in the club.  
 
OCTOBER IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, 
and I want to begin planting the bug in 
everyone's ear about our upcoming 
"Halloween on the Hill," which will take 
place on Saturday, October 29, from 3:00-
5:00 pm at Camp Meribah. This will serve as 
our annual Trunk or Treat, along with several 
fall-themed activities. More details will come 
in the weeks ahead, but in the meantime, 
start marking your calendars and be 
prepared to help with the event. 
 
WE LIVE IN A WORLD TODAY, much like 
what we read about in the book of Daniel, 
where culture is trying to train our minds to 
think, behave, and believe like the rest of the 
world. It teaches us to lower our standards. 
However, you can't live passively as a 
follower of Christ in today's world. You need 
to take a stand as Daniel did. The world calls 
you to blend in. Daniel and his friends could 
have blended in with the rest of the young 
Israelites, but if they had done so, nothing 
historic would have happened. God can and 
will use you like Daniel, but only if you take a 
stand and stand out from the rest of the 
world. Those who have the courage to stand 
out inspire others. Why spend your life trying 
to fit in when you were born to stand out? 
Wouldn't you rather be remembered for 
standing out than forgotten for blending in? 
I encourage you to read Daniel 1 this week!  
 
In Him, Carter 

Carter Hoover  

Fall Events 

September 25:  Mike Kelley Speaks At 5p 
 

 
October 10-14 
School System Fall 
Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 29:   
Halloween On The Hill 



CONTRIBUTION 
September 18,2022 

$ 15,928.77 
 

Camp: 
$ 180.25 

 
Budget:  

$ 13,532.00 

 

Home: 
Dorris &  Margie Claud, John Thomas 
Givens, Lonnie & Marilyn Gilliam, 
Bobby & Joyce Mayberry,  A.J. & 
Willie B. Coates, Sue Roder, Troy 
Parks  

Bobbie June Kittrell: 
 
8353 Highway 100 Apt. 102 
Nashville, Tennessee  37221 

Recovering from surgery or other 
illness: Linda Smith, Jase Bradley,  
Billy & Juanita Garner, Ann Johnston, 
Pam Anderson,   Loudean Qualls,  
Reba Horner,  Ann  Spencer 
 
Please Pray For Those Who Are 
Dealing With  Cancer: Tim Garrett, 
Carey Hight, Juanita King, Liz Bryant, 
Joe Shipp, Jill Akens, Buster Peters, 
Rebecca Mears, Charlotte Graves, 
Mark Chessor, Shirley Harris Burns, 
Steve Higginbotham    

Sympathy 

Nursing Home Life Care Center: 
 
Doyle  & Marge Rushton, Ermadean 
Hickerson, Francis Qualls, Katherine 
Hoover, Louise Gordon,  Betty Claud, 
Addie Bell Nash, Georgia Moss,  Larry 
Talley 
 
St. Thomas Hickman Nursing Home: 
Betty Davis, Winnie Aydelott, Francis 
McClanahan 

 
 
 
..Lesley Hudgins is 
recovering from an 
appendectomy at 
home.  
...John Plemmons, 
Jr. will have his 
heart shocked back 

into rhythm on September 23 at St. 
Thomas Mid-Town.   
...Evelyn Jane Barr, infant daughter of 
Corbin and Lauren (Gatewood) Barr, is 
in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in 
Prisma Health Richland Hospital in 
Columbia, South Carolina.  She is 
doing well.  
...Jeremy Gilbert, son of Ronnie & 
Judy, was in a car wreck and is  
Vanderbilt Hospital. He is still in ICU.  
...Sonny Copley, brother of Jimmy, is 
very sick in Georgia.  
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 Thank You  

 Memorial 

...We express our sympathy to the 
family of Joyce Coleman who 
passed away. She was the mother 
of Eric (Becky) Coleman.  
...We express our sympathy to the 
family of Luther Brown who passed 
away. He was the father of David 
(Kathy) Brown.  
...We express our sympathy to the 
family of Gloria Armstrong who 
passed away. She was the aunt of 
Jennifer Buchanan and Janice 
(Mike) Brown.  

Happy 80th Birthday! 

Edgar Beard 
80 Years Old  

September 14, 2022 

Marvin Dorton writes: “ Thank you so 
much for the 911 Remembrance 
Dinner. It was very nice. I am 
thankful to be a part of such a caring 
church. It was very nice to be 
remembered on this day.” 
Eric & Becky Coleman write: “ Thank 
you for the prayers, calls, cards and 
lantern during my mother’s illness 
and her death. Your acts of kindess 
were truly appreciated.” 
Ward Mayberry writes: “ I want to 
express my thanks for the many acts 
of kindness shown following my 
recent unexpected stay in the 
hospital.  The cards, calls, visits, 
prayers and food provided much 
needed  encouragement.” 

...a Memorial has been given to the 
Camp Meribah Scholarship Fund in 
memory of Luther Brown by Liz 
Bryant. 
A Memorial has been given to the 
Camp Meribah Scholarship Fund in 
memory of J.B. Brown by Charlie & 
Linda Shelton.  

A Baby Girl! 

Congratulations to Dylan 
& Lindsay Allen on the 
birth of a baby girl 
September 17, 2022.  
Bonnie Elizabeth weighed 
7 1/2 pounds and is 20 
3/4 inches long. Proud 

grandparents are Patrick & Anita 
Allen and great grandmother is 
Corene Allen.   

Abigail Loveless has a 
new address! 

917 Enterprise Way 
Maryville, TN.  37801 



The Shepherd’s Pen 

Prayer Week of 
September 25 

 
S.M.W. 

Eric Cannon 
 

S.M.D. 
Wyatt Aydelott  

 
S.E.W. 

Keith Matlock 
 

S.E.D. 
Calvin Hoover 

 
W.E.B.S 

Patrick Allen 
 

W.E.D. 
Aden Weber 

Preside 
September 25 

Scripture 
 

Gethlyn Gardner 
 

Preside 
George Garland 

Preside 
September 25 

 
Elder’s Prayer: 

 
Ken Dickerson 

                                Our Elders 

Wayne Qualls Craig Shelton Shane Willis 

Ken Dickerson Gary Gatewood Mike Goodpasture 

The season of summer is closing out this week with a reminder of how hot 
this past summer was as fall is lurking around the corner with delightful 
weather. During the month of September, we have had our Hickman County 
Treasures Series, featuring ministers who have grown up in this county. The 
final speaker this Sunday night will be Mike Kelley. The previous speakers: 
Kevin Johnston, Mickey Mathis, and Brent Beard have done an outstanding 
job. We appreciate each of these men and their devotion to preaching God’s 
word. The words Jesus spoke in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son.” and the writings of John in I John 4:9, “In 
this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.”  declares love 
made the cross a reality. The little boy knocked at the door of the house 
with the sign that read, “Puppies for Sale.”  Coming to the door, and seeing 
that it was just a small boy, the owner impatiently said. “You don’t want any 
of these puppies.” They are registered puppies. I want $250.00 a piece for 
them. The little boy assured him that he wanted one of the puppies, but he 
only had $20.58. He offered to give this and promised to pay $5.00 a week if 
he could get one of the puppies. It was about this time in the bargaining 
session, the mother dog and five of her frisky puppies came around the 
corner. The sight captivated the little boy. Then came the sixth puppy and it 
was obvious the puppy was not normal. It was crippled. The little boy was 
persistence he wanted that puppy. The owner tried to convince him 
otherwise. The little boy said, “He needs someone to love him.” This 
response and the little boy’s persistence convinced the owner to agree with 
the sale. When the little boy turned to walk away, for the first time the man 
saw a large steel brace protruding from beneath the little boy’s jeans. You 
see, there was an empathy between the boy and the puppy. When we had 
been crippled by sin and needed someone to love us, God did just that! 
Looking forward to seeing you Sunday. Keep the faith, be steadfast, 
immovable, and abounding! God will see us through. 
 
                                                                                                       Your Elders                                                                                                                             
 


