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ñI Hope You Knowò 

As we have attempted to answer the challenge of our 
elders to look into our lives and see where the claim of 
our commitment is adequately measured by the character 
of our lives, we have started to focus on the particular 
aspects of the roles within the body of believers.  While 

we believe the text of scripture is true, ñall are one in 
Christò we also know some parts of the body were given 
for different functions and roles.  The body is not 
comprised of all who perform the same tasks, but neither 
is she fragmented (I Corinthians 12:18ff; Ephesians 4:8 -
15).  We believe the Lord Jesus Christ and His church 
purchased with His blood, have an obligation to provide 
direction and guidance through these real issues of life 
and leadership.   
 
The leadership of the church on earth has been 
established from heaven (Matthew 16:18).  Jesus is the 
head of the church (Ephesians 1:22 -23).  The work of 
guarding souls, nurturing souls, providing for souls, 
feeding souls, and accounting for souls, has been given to 
a group of men referred to by different words, 
interchangeable in describing the one role in the New 
Testament church.  These men are called, elders (I Peter 
5:1); bishops (Philippians 1:1; I Timothy 3:1), and 
pastors (Eph 4:12).  Their duties are referred to as that of 
overseers (Acts 20:28); shepherds (Acts 20:28, I Peter 
5:2);  and ruler (Hebrews 13:17).  
 
ñIn every churchò (Acts 14:23), shows the nature of the 
leadership of the local church.  There is no central 
headquarters for the church on the earth, for heaven is 
our home.  Matters of faith, doctrine, teaching, and 
practice have been settled in heaven, thus do not need 
our revision on earth (Matthew 16:18).  Elders uphold 
Christ and no other authority.  There are qualifications for 
those who are to fill this role of service.  Qualifications, I  

might add, that are unique to every Christian, except 
two, ñto be married and to have children.ò  The nature of 
this service relies on these qualifications to be in the life 
of the one serving.  Since they are stewards, entrusted 
with the care of peopleôs well being, the presence of a 
family serves as an example of their response to 
answering Godôs call to faithfulness for all lives.   
 
 While we call our leaders by different names, we count 

on them for a distinct role, to  ñShepherd the church/
flock of Godò (Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:2).  We pray for our 
elders often and regularly in our public and private 
prayers.  This should not cease.  But we pray for them to 
ñmake the right decisionsò to ñbe wise with respect to 
our finances.ò  What if we prayed for them to ñbe aware 
of our personal needsò or ñto have the courage to rebuke 
our sinò or ñto let them guide us in becoming more like 
Christ.ò  Many notable names have labored in the task of 
serving as shepherds and overseers, not for the sake of 
monitoring how money is spent in the name of the 
church, but how the many souls connected to our church 
family are supplied and nourished.  I hope you know how 
blessed we are by these leaders, and how thankful we all 
are to be part of the body of Christ in Centerville!  



Ladiesõ Day 
At the  

Centerville Church of 
Christ  

 April 7, 2018  
 

Women Of The New Testament 

Speaker:  Judy Hinson  
 Registration: 9:00-9:20 A.M. 

Program Concludes 

 with lunch at 11 A.M. 

Sign-Up In the Lobby  
or call 931-729-4201 or email 

 tammy@centervillechurchofchrist.org 

THE SPARKS & INTERMEDIATE EGG HUNT AND 
COOKOUT was a great day all around!  From 
what Iôve been told and you can see in the 
pictures, there was a big crowd for this time at 
Meribah.  A lot of hotdogs, chips and desserts 
were  enjoyed by everyone that came as well.  
Most of all, there were a lot of eggs hunted and a 
lot of chocolate ate.  Thank you to Derek & 
Rachel Newsom and Clay & Tara Chessor for 
their hard work putting the day together!  
 SENIOR CLASS OF 2018é I will be 

handing out important information about Senior 
Sunday.  The date has been set for May 6 with 
presentations, lessons, meals and more.  If you 
are a Senior and you do not receive a packet 
from me by Sunday night, please let me know.  I 
will need the information back, with a picture, 
no later than April 22.   
 WITH SCHOOL WINDING DOWNé 
Summer Camp at Meribah applications will soon 
be arriving at your door.  Applications will also 
be available in the coming days on our website 
and at the Youth News Board too.  Also, here are 
the dates for this yearôs sessions.  Note, there 
are a few changes to the ages as well as the 
layout of the weeks.  The dates are;  

 June 11 -13 Day Camp (Ages 4 -8)  
 & Vacation Bible School,   
June 13 -15 Mini -Meribah  
(Finished K -4th Grade),  
June 17 -22 Youth Week  

(Finished 2nd -6th Grade) and  
 June 24 -28 Teen Week  

(Finished 6th -12th Grade).   
More information will be in the applications and 
staff applications will also be at the Youth News 
Board.  
  
 AS THE SCHOOL YEAR ENDS IN ABOUT A 

MONTHé Be sure you are at the last few Firesides, Lighthouses and 
the other close of the year activities.  Donôt miss out on worship 
times and classes together too!  Begin now preparing for an 
unforgettable Summer and the welcoming of the Hoovers.  Most of 
all, renew your commitment to our Savior to be the Christian 
example He asks of us.  If you haven't done so already, do as several 
have recently and decide to give your life to Christ through baptism.  
No more important decision you will ever make and no better life 
will you have with a hope of eternity with Him.  ñburied with Him in 
baptism, in which you also were raised with Him  through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.ô Col 2:12.  If you are 
putting it off, why?  Is there anything more important than dedicate 
your life to Him andé   
     
                              follow His path, -Craig  
 
  
  

APRIL 8  

Junior High 

Fireside  

7-9 Lauren 

McDonald & 

Meredith Qualls 

 

APRIL 11 

Lighthouse  

5-7 Maty Hunt  

 

APRIL 15 

Senior High 

Fireside  

7-9 Care Group 1 

 

APRIL 22  

Senior Sunday 

Info Due Date  

 

APRIL 25  

Lighthouse  

5-7 Elijah Tidwell  

 

APRIL 29  

Evening  

Worship  

@ Camp  

Meribah  

 

MAY 6  

SENIOR  

SUNDAY  

 

MAY 13 

Fireside Finale  

7-10 Jr & Sr High 

There will be a short 
staff meeting for 
anyone interested in 
working at Camp 
Meribah this summer 
following Bible classes 
on Sunday, April 8. The 
meeting will be in the 
Chapel from 11:00 -

11:30. To work at camp, you must have at 
least finished the 9th grade this school year. 
For more information, contact Clay Chessor at 
931 -994 -9302.    

 Camp Meribah Staff  Meeting  



CONTRIBUTION:  
 

April 1, 2018:  
$ 13,745.75  

 
Camp:  $ 195.00  

 
 BUDGET  

 $12,987.00  

Nursing Home :  

Life Care Center : Marie Boehms, Jim Dark, 
Opal Roder, Georgia Moss, Pearl 
Mayberry, Larry Talley, Nellie Kalosis, 
Sammye Elrod, Bobby Breece,  Jim  & Jean 
Wright  
 
Hickman County Nursing Home : Jane 
Luckett, Louise Hudgins, Annie Lee 
Whitwell, Francis McClanahan, Eltie Davis, 
Shirley Bryant, Sybil Jenkins  
 
Dickson Health & Rehab .:  
Jane Berryman  
 
 

If you would like your 
birthday  published in 
the Messenger , please 
sign the birthday book 

in the lobby. Fill in your name 
and date of birth on the page 

of your birthday month.  

...Larry Woods, brother - in - law of Wayne 
Chessor, is in ICU at St. Thomas Mid -Town 
with an infection.  
...Bobby Dunn, father of Alisa Harrington, 
is recovering at home.  

...Betty Claud is in a Senior Care Unit in 
the Linden Hospital for a few days.  
...Harper Baston, granddaughter of Troy & 
Malina King, has leukemia and is in 
Vanderbilt Hospital.  
éDoyle Rushton has returned home from 
the Life Care Center.  
...Marie Boehms is at the Life Care Center 
for therapy for a broken arm.  
...Coleen Spears, aunt of Shane Willis, is 
Maury Regional Hospital recovering from 
surgery.  
...Seth Armstrong has retuned home.  

 Baptism  

We rejoice with 

Cameron Wright who 
was baptized Sunday, 
April 1, 2018 by his 

grandfather Shane Willis. 
Cameron is the  son of Randy & 
Jana Wright.  
...We rejoice with Clint Shanes 
who was baptized April 3, 
2018 by Bill McDonald.  

 Thank You  

Doyle & Marge Rushton write : 
ñWe want to thank everyone 
for every act of kindness 

shown to us over the past 
months. The prayers, cards, 
visits, phone calls, and food 
have been very helpful. We 
love our church family.ò 
Louise Leathers writes : ñMany 
thanks to all of you for the 
cards, visits, calls and all the 
prayers. May God continue to 
bless each of you.ò In Christian 
Love, Louise  

(Debbie Bradleyôs Mom) 

Widows/Widowers Luncheon 
 Hosted by the 20/30õs Class 

 Placing  
 Membership  

We want to welcome Alex, Marilyn, 
and Jessie Seagraves to our Centerville 
Church Family. They have worshiped 
with us for several months and wish to 
place membership. Their address is:  
 

2841 Hillcrest Drive  
Centerville, Tennessee  37033  

Welcome!  

AREA EVENTSé 
 
...Gospel Meeting at the Tottyôs Bend 
Church of Christ Friday, April 6 -Sunday 
April 8, 2018. Speaker: Frank Bradford 
Bible Study 10 A.M. Worship 11 A.M. 
Lunch after A.M. Worship Evening Service 
7:30 P.M.  
...Weight Watchers ïNew Series -will begin 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at the Outreach 
Center. We will have 2 times to 
accommodate work schedules. 1st 
Session: 4:30 -5:30 2nd Session: 5:30 -
6:30.  

CARE TEAM 1 WILL MEET 
SUNDAY NIGHT APRIL 15, 
2018 AT THE OUTREACH 
CENTER FOLLOWING P.M. 
WORSHIP.  



Place Stamp 

Here 

Read Scripture 

 
April 8: Mark Chessor  

April 15: Philip Jacobs  

Elderõs Prayer 

 
April 8: Gary Gatewood  

Prayer Week Of April 8  
 

 S.M.W .                                    S.M.D . 
Luke Worsham                     Ethan Skelton                                                                               

                 S.E.W.                                     S.E.D.                             
              Alan Potts                             Joey Hunt                                                            

W.E.B.S .                                  W.E.D . 
Wayne Rediker                      Jared Brown                                                                               
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